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WHAT THIS IS ABOUT

• The Challenge - engaging people at a community level to 
take action on climate change on a local level

• The Problem - negative environmental impact of increase of 
paving & reduction of planting on our streets and gardens 

• Our Solution – develop a strategy to mobilise people in the 
community to green their streets and gardens 

• The Results – what we have achieved 

• What next …
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THE CHALLENGE 
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THE PROBLEM
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PAVING IS ON THE INCREASE

• 3 times as many front gardens are now paved over compared 
to ten years ago

• 1 in 3 (5 million) front gardens have no plants 

growing in them 

• 1 in 4 ( half a million) front gardens are 

completely paved over 

• London is worst - with half of all front gardens paved over 
(increased 36% in the last ten years) 

• London biggest decrease of plant cover in front gardens in the 
UK (5 times as many front gardens with no plants compared to 
10 years ago)
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SW18 “The Grid” is becoming less green

Planted 
8%

Permeable
39%

Partial Paving
34%

Fully Paved
19%

Front Garden Audit – 12 streets / 2,500 households 
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TREES & PLANTS MATTER…
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GREENER HIGH STREETS ARE GOOD FOR BUSINESS…

Greener urban environments will encourage residents to 
walk and cycle to the local high street to shop

Urban greening is one of the key indicators of a healthy high 
street. which “enhance street character, walkability, ease of 
crossing, opportunities for sitting, and general street vibrancy” 
The Street Appeal Report, TFL, Sept 2017 

“Investment in better streets which are more pedestrian friendly, 
delivers commercial returns with increased footfall and trading…in 
Shoreditch the addition of a parklet increased takings by 20%” The 
Pedestrian Pound Report, Living Streets, 2018

98% of Southfields residents support the Council in making the 
local high street as green as possible (300 sample – April 2020)
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THE SOLUTION 
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OUR PLAN

1. VISUAL LAUNCH – family friendly “brand” & launch event

1. RAISE AWARENESS & EDUCATE – engaging residents in the issues & 
solutions through regular online campaigns  

1. MOBILISE  – people through community planting events & advise

1. INCREASE COMMUNITY SPIRIT – through creating a common bond 

1. INCREASE IMPACT – working with partners, Cllrs & the Council

1. SHARE – our experience to inspire other communities 
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THE RESULTS 
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CREATED 

COMMUNITY HERB 

GARDEN
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6 COMMUNITY 

EVENTS 
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MOBILISED 

OVER 300 

RESIDENTS 
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OVER 

300 TREE 

BASES  

PLANTED
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OVER 50 

FRONT 

GARDENS 

GREENED 
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164 AWARD 

WINNING 

FRONT 

GARDENS 
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WHAT NEXT…
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