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The purpose of this document

Conservation areas are "areas of special architectural or historic interest, the character
and appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance" as set out in the Planning
(Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) Act 1990. Conservation Area Appraisals are
documents that define and analyse this special architectural and historic interest
according to guidance published by English Heritage and justify their designation as
conservation areas.

Under the same Act the Council has a duty to publish proposals for the preservation
and enhancement of conservation areas. The management strategy in Part Two of this
document sets out how the Council manages the conservation area in accordance with
guidance from English Heritage.

Together, the conservation area appraisal and management strategy are material
considerations in the planning process and provide a sound basis for planning policies,
decisions and appeals.

Public consultation

People in the conservation area were consulted for their views on this document in
October and November 2013 and a public meeting was held at the park's Conference
Room in the Staff Yard on Wednesday 6th November. The public meeting was attended
by 16 people and two written responses were made. These were from the Battersea
Society and the Friends of Battersea Park.

Issues raised at the meeting covered alterations to buildings, the impact of neighbouring
tall buildings and streetscape issues. The meeting and the written responses urged the
Council to add further streets and buildings to the conservation area, but these were
not found to conform to the established character of the area or to have been altered
so that their significance has been diminished. Respondents also raised other buildings
that should be locally listed or shown as positive in the appraisal and these have been
carried out. The Battersea Society has contributed much additional information to this
appraisal and their help is appreciated.

Designation and adoption dates

The Battersea Park Conservation Area was designated on 2 November 1988. This
document was approved by the Strategic Planning and Transportation Overview and
Scrutiny Committee on 18 February 2014 and endorsed by the Executive at its meeting
on 24 February 2014.
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PART ONE: CONSERVATION AREA APPRAISAL
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1 SUMMARY OF SPECIAL INTEREST

Battersea Park Conservation Area was designated in November 1988. Its special
character derives from the formal relationship between the park, the urban
development surrounding it and the River Thames to the north. Battersea Park is
a grade II* Registered Historic Park and Garden of outstanding landscape interest.
Its avenues of mature trees, lakes and open landscape dominate the area. Elements
of its original Victorian Gardenesque design as well as some 1951 Festival of Britain
structures remain. The late nineteenth century Victorian mansion blocks provide a
robust backdrop to this large park at the suitable scale of five storeys. They were
designed to front the park and continue the quality and character of similar buildings
north of the river in Chelsea. The riverside setting to the park is unusual and extends
the sense of nature, openness and space. The conservation area also contains
building types that are rare in the borough such as Albert Studios (purpose built
artists studios) and Kersley Mews (former stabling for horses).

Location and context

1.1 The conservation area lies within Battersea adjoining the River Thames between
Chelsea Bridge and Albert Bridge. The eastern edge of the conservation area lies within
the Vauxhall Nine Elms Battersea Opportunity Area. Historically it contrasted with the
predominantly working-class areas to the south and west and the industrial area to the
east. It now contrasts with the extensive areas of late twentieth century multistorey
housing to the south and west and the redevelopment in the Vauxhall Nine Elms
Battersea Opportunity Area to the east. Battersea Park railway station is within the
conservation area and, together with nearby Queenstown Road station, provides direct
links to central London and wide areas of south and south-west London, as do numerous
bus routes.

Figure 1 : The location of Battersea Park Conservation Area
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2 HISTORY & ARCHAEOLOGY

2.1 The first recorded mention of Battersea was in the seventh century, when King
Caedwalla of Wessex granted the manor of Batrices Ege to Eorienweald, Bishop of
London (675-693), for religious purposes. The area was mainly laid out as strip fields,
(long, narrow fields) for farming and grazing during the medieval period. This pattern
remained largely unaltered until 1846. Most of the conservation area, north of Prince
of Wales Drive, lies within an Archaeological Priority Area.

2.2 By the middle of the nineteenth century, the marshy area known as the Battersea
Fields had become an undesirable pleasure ground, where the Red House Tavern was
notorious for illegal racing, drinking and gambling. London's population was expanding
rapidly, the industrial revolution was causing increasing pollution and epidemics and
slums were the major concerns of the day. By this time, public parks were being
recognised as the lungs of the city and part of the solution to overcrowding and illness.

2.3 To the east of the area, Nine Elms was largely marshland but areas that were
better drained were given over to market gardening. The Red House Tavern had been
established beside the River Thames between what were to become Chelsea and
Grosvenor Bridges by 1772 and was noted as a place of entertainment, as were the
local Regency Tea Gardens. Nearby, windmills had become established for milling lead
for whiting and grinding colours for potters.

2.4 The London and Southampton railway was opened in 1838 crossing Battersea
Fields on an embankment terminating at a station at Nine Elms. Locomotive works and
engine sheds were established thee by 1843. It was not until 1848 that it was extended
to Waterloo. Nine Elms then developed as a goods depot. Elsewhere to the east of
Battersea Park the construction of the railways left their mark with lines from Victoria
to the South Coast crossing lines from the south-west and interconnecting creating the
‘Battersea Tangle’. Locomotive works were also established to service the lines into
Victoria.

2.5 In 1843 Thomas Cubitt and the Vicar of St. Mary's Battersea, the Honourable
Reverend Robert Eden proposed a large public park on Battersea Fields allocating 200
acres for a park and 100 acres for the building of villas. On 8 October 1845 an application
was made to Parliament for a Bill to form a public park of 330 acres. The Act was passed
in 1846 and £200,000 was promised for the purchase of the land. The responsibility
for controlling the development of the land came under Her Majesty’s Commissioners
of Works and Public Buildings (Office of Works). Sir James Pennethorne was at that
time the architect to the Office of Works and the plans were therefore drawn up by
him.

2.6 In 1771 a bridge across the River Thames at Battersea had been built, but it was
not until the construction of Chelsea Bridge in 1851-58 by Thomas Page and the opening
of new railway lines, that development was galvanised south of the River Thames.
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2.7 Battersea Park was laid out by Sir James Pennethorne and John Gibson during
1855-57, at a cost of £80,000 (excluding the £230,000 acquisition cost), and opened
by Queen Victoria in 1858. The plan, which succeeded Pennethorne's original one of
1845, was largely geometrical. It was divided into four quarters, with the east-west
axis formed by an avenue that was half a mile long and forty feet wide. The north-south
axis had a straight path. At the junction of these paths was a central circular space,
while the north-south axis terminated in semi-circular paths and spaces. Entrances
were made at each corner of the park, with another at the end of the north-south axis.
The designs drew upon the Gardenesque style as advocated by Edward Kemp in his
book of 1850 entitled, 'How to lay out a garden', the characteristics of which are wavy
lines, variety, roundness and spatial differentiation.

2.8 The park was originally laid out for promenading and formal and informal
recreational activities. These included boating on the lake, listening to music in the
original bandstand, visits to the aviary, annual plant shows, sub-tropical garden and
cricket matches.

Figure 2 : Sir James Pennethorne's plan for the area produced in 1845. Note the detached villas to the south and
the curved avenue to the east that were never realised
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2.9 The ornamental lake was excavated and landscaped in 1861. The Italianate Pump
and Engine House were also built in that year to draw water from a reservoir to drive
the Cascades. The cascades were constructed of Pulhamite, an artificial material made
to resemble rock and named after its inventor James Pulham. In the same year the
embankment was completed. In 1862 the park hosted the Royal Agricultural Society
Show. The renowned Sub-Tropical Garden was laid out in 1864. The Journal of
Horticulture and Cottage Gardener of September 1864 praised John Gibson for his
creation of a micro-climate capable of protecting tender and exotic plants such as palms,
tree ferns, bananas, Aralias and Dracaenas. Gibson's influence on the planting of the
park received acclaim and his original planting list of trees and shrubs of 1858 survive.

Figure 3 : The map from c.1869-74 shows the park laid out but no buildings immediately around it yet
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Picture 2 : The sub-tropical gardensPicture 1 : Park gate looking up Albert Bridge Road

Picture 4 : The lakePicture 3 : The boat station

Picture 6 : The bandstandPicture 5 : The Aviary

Picture 8 : Path by the lakePicture 7 : The Avenue

Postcards of Battersea Park dating from the 1900s
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2.10 A new station, 'Pimlico Terminus' was opened in 1858 on the south side of the
river just to the east of Battersea Park. It was not open for long as a new railway bridge,
the Grosvenor Bridge (originally called Victoria Bridge) designed by engineer, Sir John
Fowler, was opened two years later on 1 October 1860 at the same time as the main
London terminus, Victoria Station.

2.11 In 1865 the Battersea Park railway station, opened making the park accessible
to people from further afield. Around this time, 40-50,000 people were reported to visit
the park annually.

2.12 In 1873 Albert Bridge was designed and built by R. M. Ordish as a cable-stayed
bridge but was modified by Sir Joseph Bazalgette between 1884-1887 who incorporated
elements of a suspension bridge. In 1973 further modifications were carried out by the
Greater London Council by adding two concrete piers which transformed the central
span into a simple beam bridge. It was originally conceived as a toll bridge although
the tolls were only in operation for 6 years, after which the bridge was taken into public
ownership.

2.13 However, land around the park remained undeveloped until the end of the
nineteenth century. In 1845 Sir James Pennethorne drew up plans for the layout of the
surrounding streets. The streets included Albert Bridge Road, which was constructed
on the alignment of the pre-existing Surrey Lane; the re-alignment and re-naming of
Prince of Wales Drive; and an ambitious new street: Victoria Road (now Queenstown
Road) linking Chelsea Bridge with Clapham Park. Interestingly, villas set in spacious
gardens were planned to the south of the park, partly to defray the costs of laying out
the park, but these were never built.

2.14 Development on the Crown Estate proceeded slowly and haphazardly. The
earliest building to be erected in Albert Bridge Road was the Prince Albert public house
in c.1866-68 with nos. 67-69 Albert Bridge Road possibly being of similar date and
followed by nos. 81-83 from 1876.

2.15 In 1868-9 C.H. Spurgeon set up his London Baptist Association's mission on
Battersea Park Road by building the Battersea Park Tabernacle. This was also the first
building erected South of the park. The first housing to be built south of the park were
the Victoria Dwellings in 1877 (since demolished and now the site of Elmwood Court)
by the Metropolitan Artizans' and Labourers' Dwellings Association. Its main purpose
was to rehouse Londoners as part of slum clearance.

2.16 In 1878-9 the vicarage to St Saviour's Church (which was in Battersea Park
Road) was built before any of the mansions, on the corner of Prince of Wales Drive
and Alexandra Avenue. It was the vicar's intention that this elaborate building should
encourage architecture of similar quality on what was then undeveloped land surrounded
by outlying industry and run down workers' housing.
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2.17 In 1879 further development took place in Victoria (now Queenstown) Road
and Meath Street by builder-developers Lloyd and Co. The Gothic Church of St. Stephen
by White was constructed around 1887. From this time house building gathered
momentum in the streets around the park, but not along Prince of Wales Drive. Kassala
Road, Soudan Road, Kersley Street, Foxmore Street are amongst those built in the
1880s.

Figure 4 : The map of 1896 shows most of the development built on Albert Bridge Road, the gas holders to the East
of the park and the first mansion blocks on Prince of Wales Drive
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2.18 In 1885 the Albert Exhibition Palace, which had been built for the Dublin
Exhibition of 1872, was re-erected next to Battersea Park. The building, sited where
Albert Palace Mansions now stand, was some 580 feet in length and 120 feet in width,
built of iron and glass. The south side along what is now Lurline Gardens, was brick,
faced with Bath and Portland Stone from the old Law Courts in Westminster. It was
used as an exhibition hall, conservatory, concert hall, aviary and hippodrome. The
renowned Victorian artist and designer Christopher Dresser worked on the
interior. Gardens to the west were laid out by Sir Edward Lee and featured gymnastic
displays and ballooning.

Figure 5 : The map of c.1916-1919 shows most of the development as we see it today

13Wandsworth Conservation & Design Group

Battersea Park Conservation Area Appraisal & Management Strategy



Figure 6 : Primrose Mansions (built 1896)

2.19 However, access to the
palace was not free unlike the
park opposite and by only 1888
it had closed. It fell into ruin
and was removed in 1894 when
the site was leased to C.J.
Knowles who built Albert Palace
Mansions and Prince of Wales
Mansions where the building
once stood. York Mansions and
the former Battersea
Polytechnic Institute were built
on its gardens. The former
Battersea Polytechnic Institute

by E. W. Mountford, was built in 1890 in a northern Renaissance style, was converted
to flats in 2005.

Figure 7 : York Mansions by Frederick Pilkington c.1898

Figure 8 : Albert Palace Mansions by Gill Knight c.1902, built on the site
of the Albert Palace

2.20 Back in 1864 an offer
had been made to purchase
land fronting the park,
immediately to the south and
west by a Mr Knowles (probably
the same Knowles, father or
son, who were the architects
of the neighbouring Park Town
Estate) but the offer was not
accepted. At this time,
Pennethorne's plan had been
for comfortable villas to be
built, but as terraced housing
continued to be built, only
shallow plots were left fronting
the park. Mansion flats would
fill such plots; make good use
of the fine views and potentially
be more profitable than villas
or terraces.

2.21 It was not until 1891
that architect John Halley
submitted plans to build a
string of mansion flats along
Prince of Wales Drive between
Albert Bridge Road and
Queenstown Road. He teamed
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up with another architect, William Issac Chambers. However he may not have
implemented this proposal as in 1892 he assigned his building agreement to another
Knowles: Charles Julius Knowles. Altogether C. J. Knowles commissioned the building
of seven mansion blocks of apartments and an additional one on the site of Albert
Palace. Overstrand Mansions was the first of the seven with plans drawn up by Allan
Ovenden Collard. The name given to Cyril Mansions suggests an association with Cyril
Flower, Lord Battersea and owner of Park Town Estate. The mansion blocks were all
built by 1902 and were designed to recreate the splendour of the mansion blocks north
of the river in Chelsea and to attract a higher class of resident than elsewhere in the
area at that time.

2.22 Pennethorne's grand urban plan for villas and avenues was never truly realised
however the mansion blocks to the south and west of the park have succeeded in
providing a townscape of grandeur and quality. A somewhat intellectual and artistic
community developed in the mansion blocks from the outset which was alluded to in
a short story by P.G. Wodehouse (The Man with Two Left Feet, 1917) and a novel by
Philip Gibbs (Intellectual Mansions, 1910). Blue plaques commemorate authors G.K.
Chesterton (60 Overstrand Mansions) and Norman Douglas (63 Albany Mansions) as
well as Irish playwright Sean O'Casey (49 Overstrand Mansions). The artist Charles
Sargeant Jagger (67 Albert Bridge Road) is commemorated by a blue plaque, but others
also lived in the area. The mansion flats were a new type of residence that was taken
up by modern thinking people with comfortable incomes, whilst the traditional housing
nearby became multi-occupied and shared by several families of poorer means.

2.23 To the east, the plans for a crescent of houses, as seen on Pennethorne's plan,
were thwarted early on. The Battersea gasholder site was acquired in 1871 by the
London Gas Light Company (LGLC) removing the land from possible residential
development. Between 1872 and 1932 four gasholders were constructed to store gas
for commercial and domestic use as well as street lighting.

2.24 The land to the east of the park was adjacent to the gasholders and remained
industrial. On the site of the Vauxhall and Southwark Water Works, a new coal fired
power station was established with the coal being delivered by train to the railway
goods yards. This was the now iconic Battersea Power Station (Grade II*) by architects
J. Theo Halliday and Sir Giles Gilbert Scott. The western half of the power station was
built 1929-35 with the eastern half following in 1937-41 and the whole completed in
1955. It was decommissioned in 1983 and it was only in 2012 that the conservation of
the building was actually secured through mixed use development in today's Vauxhall
Nine Elms Battersea Opportunity Area, finally bringing the land into residential use as
intended so many years ago.

2.25 Battersea Park was chosen for the site of the Festival of Britain Pleasure Gardens
in 1951. This introduced an array of pleasure ground facilities and the magnificent
fountains for peoples’ enjoyment in the park. A 37 acre area within the northern part
of the park was selected. Most of the structures were demolished afterwards, although
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much of the Grand Vista, designed by John Piper and Osbert Lancaster, remained. The
Grand Vista comprised two shallow ornamental pools and a large rectangular fountain
pool with a pair of pyramidal fountains flanked by Chinese Gothic arcades and a pair
of Gothic towers at the northern end. All was composed about an axis of symmetry.
Today the range of activities, both formal and informal attract enormous numbers of
people to the park at different times of the year. Formal sports include athletics, tennis
and cricket. A zoo occupies the former festival site which had originally been the cricket
ground and the deer enclosure remains, but without deer. Responsibility for managing
the park transferred to the former London County Council in 1889 and in 1986
management was taken over by Wandsworth Council.

Figure 9 : This map of c.1951-78 shows the Festival Gardens in place
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3 SPATIAL CHARACTER

Introduction

3.1 The character of the conservation area is derived from the inter-relationship
between Battersea Park and the surrounding streets as well as its landscape context
with the frontage to the River Thames. It comprises the total experience of its buildings,
streets, green space, open water and views and can be harmed by insensitive alteration
to any of these elements.

3.2 This section analyses those spatial characteristics that provide the setting to the
buildings and therefore are important contributors to the character and appearance of
the conservation area.

Townscape

3.3 The spatial character of the Battersea Park Conservation Area relies upon the
significant contribution of Battersea Park which is a Registered Historic Park and Garden.
Its historic landscape is based on the formal and informal compositions within the park;
its tree-lined carriageway drives, embankment promenade, lakeside settings. The views
within and from the park as well as its relationship to the River Thames make key
contributions to the character of the area. The frontage to the river is dominated by a
well treed landscape setting with views of the bridges over the river and landmarks
such as the iconic four chimneys of the former Battersea Power Station (Grade II*).

Figure 10 : The Thames-side setting with views to bridges and across to Chelsea
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3.4 The other major component of spatial character are the streets surrounding the
park to the east, west and south. Immediately adjacent to the park are the historic
mansion blocks of five storeys which dominate and frame its southern perimeter.
Buildings to the west are more varied in height. To the east, contemporary twenty-first
century development dominates the perimeter of the park with the Chelsea Bridge
Wharf development of fourteen storeys and views to the former Battersea Power Station.

3.5 The street layout to the west and south of the park was drawn up by Sir James
Pennethorne in his role as architect to the Office of Works following the park's creation.
Queen’s Circus was a deliberate attempt to introduce formal geometry to the street
pattern. The few historic buildings on the south east side of the circus reflect the curve,
as do the entrance gates to the park opposite which is in fact its main entrance. The
lands surrounding the park were sold to different developers. A range of dwelling types
were developed with high class five storey mansion flats on the high value land fronting
the park and smaller 2-3 storey terrace housing behind.

3.6 To the south of the park, the mansion flats were developed as blocks with vertical
proportions to their frontages, but with larger footprints and much greater height than
the terrace houses in the streets behind. The solid masonry of the mansions is relieved
and articulated by recesses between blocks and projecting front entrances and bay
window sections. With five storeys, the developer sought to maximise the number of
units overlooking the park which made good economic sense but also successfully
framed the perimeter of the park. This was an appropriately scaled architectural response
to the size of the park which also gives definition to the park boundary. Two to three
storey terraces of houses were developed behind the mansions with narrow frontages
giving a fine grain of development.

3.7 The western side of the park has more variety than Prince of Wales Drive. It
contains four and five storey mansion blocks (such as Albert Mansions and Albany
Mansions) but also detached, semi detached houses and terraces of the late Victorian
period as well a corner pub: the Prince Albert. Albert Bridge Road leads north to Albert
Bridge (Grade II* listed) an important landmark across the River Thames, both by day
and at night with its illuminations.

3.8 Gardens to the terraced houses, both front and rear, are generally small giving
limited opportunities for private green space or trees. The front gardens in Albert Bridge
Road however are larger than in other parts of the conservation area. Due to the
proximity of the park, no gardens exist to the mansion blocks on Prince of Wales Drive,
most of which have service yards to the rear. The wide and solid masonry of the mansion
blocks is relieved by well maintained formal hedges to their front boundaries which
provide an integrating thread in the streetscape.

3.9 The east side of the park was developed as industrial land with large scale uses,
a contrast to the fine grain of the residential developments on the other two frontages.
Since 2000 the area has been developed with residential blocks of flats, such as Chelsea
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Bridge Wharf. These are on a larger scale than the earlier mansion blocks and differ
markedly in their relationship to the street as there are no direct entrances from
Queenstown Road. The Marco Polo building built during the 1980's is a large freestanding
office block in a Post-Modern style. During the publication of this document, this building
was set to be demolished and replaced with a contemporary mixed use development
up to seventeen storeys with the upper floors comprising residential flats.

3.10 The River Thames forms the northern boundary to Battersea Park. Generally
its character is formed by the strong tree canopy that lines the river next to the riverside
path. The chimneys of Battersea Power Station rise up above the tree canopy. Tourist
river boats denote the active use of the river and contribute to a serene setting with
the promenade to the frontage used for walking and other leisure activities.

Streetscape

Figure 11 : K2 telephone kiosk on Albert Bridge Road

3.11 Two historic telephone
boxes remain in the
conservation area. The 'K2'
(meaning kiosk design no. 2)
on Albert Bridge Road was one
of the first ever telephone kiosk
designs and was erected in
1927. This model was not
generally used outside London.
The 'K6' telephone kiosk on
Battersea Park Road was one
of many of this new type of
kiosk designed and erected to
commemorate King George V's
Jubilee in 1935. Both types of
kiosk were designed by Giles
Gilbert Scott (architect of

Battersea Power Station) and are distinctive assets to the streetscape that are sadly
becoming rarer.

3.12 Some of the streets have traditional red pillar boxes which are historic street
furniture that contribute to the character of the area. There are two VR ("Victoria
Regina") pillar boxes on Prince of Wales Drive (outside York and Overstrand Mansions)
contemporary with the mansions. There is also a GR ("George Rex") on Cambridge
Road and unusually a pillar box without a cipher on Albert Bridge Road. Another unusual
letter box is the wall box next to the post office on Battersea Park Road that has lost
its original wall setting. Others not mentioned here will nonetheless make the same
positive contribution and should be retained.
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3.13 Rare historic enamelled street signs remain on the walls of 4 Albert Bridge Road
for Brynmaer Road and 49 Kersley Street for Kersley Street.

3.14 The ‘cobbled’ street surface of Kersley Mews made up of granite setts is of
particular interest and is one of the few intact cobbled surfaces surviving in the borough.

3.15 Generally pavement surfaces comprise original granite kerbs and traditional
rectangular paving slabs, albeit in modern concrete. The north side of Prince of Wales
Drive is finished in tarmac and this is an appropriate finish adjoining Battersea Park.

Important views

3.16 The east side of Battersea Park is dominated by the former Battersea Power
Station (outside the conservation area) and Chelsea Bridge, both listed buildings and
important landmarks. Views of the former can be seen from many parts of the park
whereas Chelsea Bridge can be viewed from the riverside promenade within the park.
The tall gas holder built during the 1930's to the south of the power station, which has
dominated views from Battersea Park, is scheduled for demolition to make way for a
mixed use development.

3.17 The view of Battersea Power Station from Battersea Park, just east of the
bowling green; and the view of Battersea Power Station from Chelsea Bridge are included
in the Council's revised Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) on Local Views
available on our website.

Figure 12 : View to Battersea Power Station across the bowling green
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3.18 To the west, Albert Bridge (also listed Grade II*) can be seen along Chelsea
Reach. This is also included in the Local Views SPD , viewed from Battersea Bridge and
on the riverside Walk to the west of the conservation area.

3.19 To the north, there are views across the river to red brick Queen Anne houses
on Chelsea Embankment, as well as the open space of the Ranalagh Gardens and
Chelsea Royal Hospital.

3.20 To the south, the view from Albert Bridge Road is closed by the Lighthouse
pub (proposed for local listing) and this is a fitting vista to a Victorian building.

The park and other green space

3.21 Battersea Park dominates the area through its size at around 83 hectares (200
acres). It is classified as Metropolitan Open Land, a Grade II* Registered Historic Park
and Garden, as well as comprising the largest component of the Battersea Park
Conservation Area. Since it was first laid out in 1858 it has been subject to a number
of changes and additions yet today still retains its historic character.

Figure 13 : London County Council map of 1897 showing the park as originally laid out
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Figure 14 : The avenue

3.22 Of the original plan, the main carriage
drives, pathways, trees and boating lake
survive. The carriageways and paths are
linked to the four main entrances at each
corner of the park. The carriageways define
the character of the park as they sweep
around its perimeter lined with massive
London Plane trees. These elements are
some of the surviving original elements of
the park's Gardenesque style which would
have been enjoyed by Victorian promenaders
and are still enjoyed in a similar way today.
The Gardenesque style allowed individual
plants to grow unrestrained and display their
natural character. The structure for the
planting was designed in irregular sinuous
curves to reflect the curves of the carriage
drives.

Figure 15 : The fountains

3.23 The Sub-Tropical Garden was opened
in 1863 and the following year, the Journal
of Horticulture and Gardening reported how
the designer, John Gibson had managed to
create a micro-climate capable of protecting
tender and exotic plants. The success of the
sub-tropical garden led to the First
Commissioner of the Metropolitan Board of
Works to agree to its extension along the
peninsular on the north side of the lake
extending to another novel feature of the

gardens: an artificial rockwork known as the Cascades. The Sub-Tropical Garden was
restored in 2000 and the Cascades are still present today.

Figure 16 : The Pump House seen across the lake

3.24 Other Victorian elements of the park
included a large boating lake, ladies pool and
duck pond with a boat house and
refreshments area by the lake. Originally
sporting opportunities were made available
with a cricket pitch, croquet lawn and bowling
green and tennis courts and an athletics track
were added later.

3.25 In 1951 Battersea Park was chosen
to stage the Festival Gardens as part of the Festival of Britain which aimed to help
Britain recover after World War II and promote the spirit of the modern age. The Festival
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Gardens were originally planned to last only six months but were extended due to their
popularity. John Piper and Osbert Lancaster designed the Grand Vista and Fountain
Lake. This was oriented north-south with shallow steps to lead the eye in between two
flanking pools to a large rectangular lake with two pairs of pyramidal fountains as its
focus. Around it were decorative and artistic displays, the bandstand, dance pavilion,
an amphitheatre and various temporary pavilions. The Fountain Lake has been restored
and although this mid twentieth century intervention overlays the Victorian layout, it
contributes to the historic significance of the park. A green plaque was erected close
to the bandstand in 2011 to commemorate the Festival Gardens.

3.26 As part of the Millennium celebrations in 2000 much of Battersea Park was
restored to recapture the design and inspiration of the Victorian park. The sub-tropical
garden was restored as well as the areas around the lakes. A new riverside promenade
with embankment wall inspired by the designs of Sir James Pennethorne was also
constructed.

3.27 The park has to provide for a variety of sporting and cultural events, as well
as provide for walking, cycling, picnicking, children's play and the variety of different
spatial settings within the park enable these to take place. The avenues of mature
London Plane trees still contribute to the natural and structural character of the park.

Figure 17 : Queen's Circus

3.28 Outside the park the only area of
green space is the centre of the roundabout
outside the Rosary Gate and although the
rather bald landscape could certainly be
improved, the grassed circle plays a pivotal
role in the townscape. Private gardens are
small and allow for little green space. The
mansion blocks have well maintained hedges
to the front but no green space of their own.
The exception to this are Albert Bridge
Mansions and Overstrand Mansions where

well treed private gardens exist to the rear. Surrounding the park, the dense
development allows few opportunities for planting and this makes the relationship
between the leafy park and the surrounding architecture all the more important.
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4 ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER

Introduction

4.1 Perhaps the most visible and well known aspect of any conservation area is its
buildings. Most historic buildings in the conservation area contribute to its special interest
and their loss would have an irreversible impact on the historic character of the area.

4.2 The conservation area has been divided into five character areas which are shown
on the map below. Each character area is accompanied by a townscape map which
shows at a glance the buildings and green space that make a positive contribution to
the character of the conservation area. The Council has a duty to preserve or enhance
the character of the conservation area and great weight will be given to the conservation
buildings and spaces that make a positive contribution as shown on the townscape
maps.

Lockingtonÿ

WarrinerÿGardens

ParkÿRoad

Battersea
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Figure 18 : The separate character areas within the conservation area
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AREA 1. BATTERSEA PARK: Monuments & buildings
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Figure 19 : Townscape map

Figure 20 : Sun Gate with Sun Lodge behind

4.3 Several buildings in the park survive
from when it was first laid out. The park
was designed with an entrance at each
corner and each entrance was marked by
two Portland stone pedestrian gateways
with wide wrought iron gates for carriages
in between. These were originally designed
by Sir James Pennethorne but not built
until 1891 when the London County
Council were responsible for managing
and maintaining the park. All four
gateways are Grade II listed and of
matching design.

4.4 Originally a gate lodge was built at each entrance, but the Chelsea Gate (to the
North-East entrance) burnt down and was not replaced. The remaining three are: the
West Lodge (North-West entrance), Sun Gate Lodge (South-West entrance) and the
Rosary Lodge (South-East entrance).
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Figure 21 : Sun Lodge

4.5 Sun Lodge and Rosary Lodge are
matching detached picturesque Tudor /
gothic style villas. They are the original
lodges that were built when the park was
laid out and are constructed in stock brick
with stone dressings. Their entrance
porches sit in the angle of the lodges' two
wings with a four centred arch and pointed
gable over the timber front door. The steel
casement windows have stone transoms
and mullions and stone surrounds. The
roofs are covered with clay tiles and have
prominent chimney stacks.

Figure 22 West Lodge

4.6 West Lodge was built later than the
other lodges in the 1890s and is different
in design to the others. The lodge has a
more Queen Anne style with a red brick
ground floor, perhaps to echo the red brick
mansion blocks, and roughcast first floor.
The roof is again clay tile, but the
chimneys are red brick and the gables
have mock timber framing and timber
bargeboards. The windows are painted
timber casements and sashes divided into
small lights and a long timber porch exists
to the ground floor.

Figure 23 : The pump house, now the Pump House Gallery

4.7 The Pump House (Grade II listed)
of 1861 by William Simpson was built to
supply water to the boating lake and
cascades. It is a fine Classical building in
stock brick with rusticated quoins that was
built to house a coal-fired steam engine
to operate the stem pump. The single
storey part of the building was built in
1909 to cover the well which supplied the
water. The building fell into disrepair after
the war but was restored between 1988
and 1992 and converted to an art gallery.

4.8 The cascades are an artificial rock
structure to the north of the boating lake which were fed by water via the Pump House
They are made from Pulhamite, a type of cement developed by the Lockwood and
Pulham firms in the 1820s to replicate natural rock outcrops. The cement covered a
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purpose made masonry core, the whole of which was built and worked to resemble
natural rock complete with defined strata, projections, recesses, fissures, dips and
cracks.

Figure 24 : The Owlery made of Pulhamite artificial stone

4.9 Another Pulhamite rock structure in
Battersea Park is the Owlery which is
situated by the lake but further west than
the cascades. Rockeries had become a key
component of the naturalistic Gardenesque
style that was used in Battersea Park.
Pulhamite was in its heyday when these
rock features were built c.1866-70. These
were well designed pieces for which the
creators had carefully observed real rocks
to replicate their natural features. Careful
conservation is needed to retain their
natural appearance.

4.10 The bandstand is a key feature of Victorian parks when brass bands would
entertain visitors. The existing bandstand was constructed in 1988 in a design that
echoes the original and it sits in the bandstand's original location roughly in the centre
of the park at the meeting of several paths.

4.11 To the north of the North-West Gate is the staff yard. These buildings probably
date from the construction of the park and form a long low outbuilding where the park
offices are located. They are of significance for their utilitarian form, their historic
materials and their intrinsic connection to the park.

Figure 25 : One of the timber shelters

4.12 Surrounding the staff yard is an
interesting wall made up of brick and stone
that was used as ballast in the sailing ships
that navigated the Thames with goods.
The ships would take on stone in their port
of departure when empty to stabilise the
vessel and discard it - in this case, in the
Thames - when they needed to take on
goods or lighten the vessel to continue
upstream. The different stones are of
different sizes and types and come from
the West country, Kent and perhaps
further afield.
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4.13 There are three timber shelters in the park that may date from the interwar
period. They are substantial structures with seating inside and made of stained and
brown painted timber. Their gabled roofs are covered in timber shingles and their
internal walls provide shelter from the wind. The shelters are good quality and of historic
significance to the park.

4.14 Elsewhere in the park there are important pieces of twentieth century public
statuary: the ‘Three Standing Figures’ by Henry Moore of 1948 (Grade II) and the
'Single Form' by Barbara Hepworth of 1961 (locally listed). There is also the Brown Dog
(by Nicola Hicks, 1985) which is a memorial to ant-vivisection and the War Memorial
to the 24th East Surrey Division (Grade II*) which consists of the figures of three
infantry soldiers with helmets, rifles and full kit by Eric Henri Kennington, a notable war
artist.

4.15 The Peace Pagoda is a Buddhist stupa designed to provide a focus for people
of all races and creeds to help unite them in their search for world peace. Most (though
not all) have been built under the guidance of Nichidatsu Fujii (1885-1985), a Buddhist
monk from Japan. The Pagoda in Battersea Park was completed in 1985 to his plans.
The double-roofed structure, which is 33.5 m high and made of concrete and wood, is
one of around 80 around the world.

Figure 26 : Single Form sculpture by
Barbara Hepworth

Figure 28 : The Peace PagodaFigure 27 : War Memorial
(listed Grade II*)
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